INYO HOLIDAY 


Memorial Day 

INYO'S TOURISTS BROUGHT 
A MIXTURE OF MERRIMENT, 
MULES, MISHAPS AND MONEY 
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"PROMOTION" IS VJHAT IT’S 
j all about, then "Mule Days’* 
as public business venture 
ri d heavily* The business 
■ ”'i:ps sponsoring tho annual 
•hop display of long-eared 
idrapodlc excellence - chief 
)nr these Bishop's energet- 
. Chamber of Commerce - beg- 
o Monday to express their 
ion, and to count their 
ps. "Mule Days" and the 
orxal Day weekend were for 
e business interests a bray- 
suc.coss • The chamber's 
•Manager, Denton Sonke,was mod- 
+1.,/- Id clang up his heels, to 




Loose cows on a busy high¬ 
way became formidable obs¬ 
tacles to night traffic. 
Virgil Evans of Bishop es¬ 
capei this overturn. At 
right, owners of a motor- 
home get roads He first- 
aid. •They, too, hit a caw. 
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THE COUNTY 


A COSTLY "PLAN" 

WHAT STARTED AS A ROUTINE 
UPDATE OF THE GENERAL PLAN 
MAY NOW RUN TO $100,000 

>OME MONTHS BACK, THE STAFF OF INYO PLANNING 
Department went privately to several mem- 
hers of the board of supervisors to express 
thei r concern about the county's dormant Gener¬ 
al Plan. They also took stock of their own tal¬ 
ents and qualifications, and presented to some 
o? the board members a program to push through * 
tcompletion a General Flan* The cost, under 
.heir proposal, amounted to little more than 
t on-current department expenditures, and a mi¬ 
nor reshuffling of staff members with perhaps 
one staff addition* 

The planning secretary, accordingly, was 
^commended for a promotion to planning assis¬ 
tant, although the supervisors, advised by the 
county administrator and the planning diroctor, 
aMmantly refused to negotiate a salary increase 
f *>r tho assistant that would have amounted to 
at 3100 per month. The assistant-appointee, 
v ney Scruggs (now a planner in private emj>» 
onent), resigned amid controversy created by 
irr request for $100 a month. She claimed sex- 
. ■ war. i nvolved* 

Since that time the county administration 
> d tho supervisors, along with Planning Direc- 
r Douglas Sherburne, have appeared at a loss 
t■ mr vc- bhe General Plan forward. 

And it appears now that the entire proj- 
, when and if it does occur, may cost the 
vy an estimated $100,000 or more. As one 
0 . M-vor put it* "They could have had the whole 

(See COSTLY FLAN, Page 11) 


say the least, about a possible gross take of 
more than $2 million - a hefty input after wr:o 
bleak years of drought-restricted traffic, fie 
made his estimate (figures of which may run 
higher) based on "last year's show," which net¬ 
ted the county about $1*9 million in receipts. 

• , And in spite of the down-south media's 
dogged refusal to give yearly coverage to the 
event, the crowds were bigger - and maybe rich¬ 
er - than ever. The elation crossed county 
lines as the run-off went northward to Mammoth 
Lakes where a crowd of up to 5000 was counted. 

(See MEMORIAL DAYS on Page 2) 


NEWF BRIFFS 


GLIDDEN, HEMLER GET SUPPORT 

. THE DEPUTIES NAME THEIR CHOICES; 

THE LEAGUE QUESTIONS DEVELOPMENTS; 

A SILENT GRAND JURY; N0,„METERS YET 

E xerting again its 30-member political 

muscle, the Inyo County Deputy Sheriff 
Association endorsed last week two more 
candidates for county office - neither of th&u 
incumbents. Already the deputy sheriffs have 
voiced publicly their choice of Sheriff Floyd 
Barton over political aspirant Jeannie Harness, 
and their interests now move toward Bishop En¬ 
gineer Roger Glidden for supervisor, District 
3, and John Hemlor, a radio news reporter, as 
supervisor of District 1. In their endorsement 
of candidates the deputies have come under a 
predictable criticism from some voters wno muy 
be turned off by ICDSA public entrance into 
politics. The two new endorsements were sc j. 
as open criticism of the two incumbent super- 

(See NEWS BRI Puge c 
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MEMORIAL DAYS, Continued 

In spite of the fact that the new pari- 
mutuel c.ule betting law has been passed in the 
legislature, the mule racing days won't get 
underway until July. But there were races al¬ 
right as the mule owners displayed the mettle 
of their animals - and probably at least a few 
hundred dollars changed hands privately. 

All-in-all a noisy, but not unattractive 
(as thousands would agree) show for the three- 
day holiday. Said Sonkej "Last year we figured, 
cor ervativoly, that Mule Days visitors spent 
fcl.° million in local businesses, and this year 
i t seems there were even more people. It means 
a lot to local businesses." Asked about the 
ole 'isjon coverage that usually increases in¬ 
terest in such celebrations, statewide, Sonke 
was un-iriffed. "KCRL, the Reno Channel U, came 
down for the events. Actually, we don't have 
to do too much advertising. The word has got¬ 
ten around." 

There is little doubt in anyone's minds 
that the Mule Days.celebration has, in its 
nine years as a county attraction, taken its 
place with the county's other notable "days": 
Opening of fishing season, the ski season, etd. 
"It it.," agreed the chamber manager, "an imp¬ 
ortant part of the business year." And how, 
Sonke was asked, does the picture look for the 
1978 season? "This year, there was no real slow 
time, with the good snow season. We've had a 
sound climate throughout•the year, particular¬ 
ly Li the Bishop area. But in the past two 
years, Mule Days became very, necessary." 

The Memorial Day celebration was not 
with ut its costvin problems, but these were 
s on as minor and few. There were traffic mis¬ 
haps, including a couple near Lone line, still 
another near the Bishop Creek Campground. And 
a motorcyclist was injured in a spill on High¬ 
way 6 . 

Bishop's police and other law enforcement 
agencies had their headaches. Fights broke out 
at some campgrounds over parking and camping 
space as city dwellers furiously demanded their 
chance for a bit of wide open spaces. 

And there was a heavy and somber side to 
the festivities, along with a lighter side as 
celebrants expressed in sometimes macabre ways. 
A Beaumont man, 68 -years old, was arrested for 
child molestation; ni.no other people were tak¬ 
en in for drunkenness, a remarkably low figure, 
the cops think, for such a crowd. 

And one young mule fancier, 21-year-old 
Betty Jean Howell, exuberantly rode her mule 
: nl.: the Fairgrounds crowds, scattering the 
nlookers and offending more than a few. Off¬ 
icers charged her with malicious mischief aft¬ 
er their questions were met with a reported 
belligerence. "She kicked over the furniture 
in the sub-station," said an officer. 

Further north, the spin-off crowds at 
Mammoth were happily notified they'll be sld.- 
inr until the Fourth of July. The Mammoth res¬ 
ort. closed down some of its chair lifts after 
the Memorial crowds went home, but others are 
to remain open, manned by the 300 -or-so seas¬ 
onal employees who apparently will carry homo 
paychecks far beyond the usual closing dates. 

!r sp:‘ +.e of hot weather, about 90 inches of 
snow remain on the Mammoth slopes, "with no 
rocks showing yet." Only a few layoffs have ■ 
been reported so fau% 


Somewhere lost in the national and local 
"kanorial Days melange and maria, there was a 
serious note as a devoted handful, most of 
these the veterans of American wars dating 
back to 1918 , took note of what the real "day" 
was all about in the first place: the remem¬ 
brance of fallen comrades. 

There were brief observances, flag cere¬ 
monies and bugles, in most of the county's 
communities. And more than a few turned away 
from the fun and games as the wistful strains 
of "Taps" met the air. 

Somewhere, somebody walked among the 
graves to pause by the marker with a loved 
one's name inscribed on it. And once again, 
far from the crowd, a bright flower showed 
its color in the hot weekend sun. The mules 
and the money and ’the merriment seemed for a 
time very, vory far away. 

NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

visors. Why are the deputies down on London- 
and Muth? Association -President Tom Gonzales 
replied only that the deputies made their sel¬ 
ection according to the answers provided by 
the candidates to some "key questions" asked 
by the deputies, "that and the basic qualific¬ 
ations." One of the pertinent queries (a per¬ 
ennial question in the minds of courthouse ob¬ 
servers): "What are your feelings on the cur¬ 
rent board's relationship with' the county ad¬ 
ministrator's office? ...Does the CAO have too 
much power, or is it acceptable?" Both Glidhen 
and Hemler answered, in effect, that the "pow¬ 
er" issue was uppermost - an answer the deput¬ 
ies could, relate to. Gonzales provided some de¬ 
gree of elaboration, explaining that the sup¬ 
ervisors turn to CAO John K. Smith for his op- 
ini on... "and then votei They're voting his de¬ 
cisions, you might say." Do sheriff's office 
salaries have anything to do with the endorse¬ 
ments ? "It wasn't even discussed," he said." 
Gonzales said after the officers looked at all 
the answers he called them for a poll. The per¬ 
centage of deputies in favor of Gliaaen and 
Remler were said to be a muscle—flexing 80 

HOW MUCH WATER HAS ACTUALLY BEEN DRAINED from 
the underground reservoir beneath the Owens 
Valley? Inyo's County Hydrologist Phil Williams 
isn't saying yet, but he suggests that "there 
was a drop in the level in the past few years," 
due probably to the DWP underground pumping 
program since 1970. Williams, at work at San 
Francisco, did say that his findings should be 
included in a study begun by the Department oi 
Water Resources on Inyo County and the Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power. Vfi.ll he soon release 
his findings? "I'll wait," says Williams, "un¬ 
til it's all done." 

SOME MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS fe„i 
that the sudden burgeoning of construction that, 
began with completion of the Bishop sewer pro- 
ject may be getting out of hand., Some of them 
would like to see all development restricteo. 
until the county's sluggishly-moving Planning 
Department can complete Inyo's required "Gener¬ 
al Plan." But that's not likely to happen soon 
and the developers are anxi ous to get movi - 4 ;. 
One of them, Bishop's Gordon Holmes, had aprlieu. 
for a rezoning - protested by the League - but 

(More NEWS.BRIEFS, Page 6 ) 


















»»»NOTES FROM S.K.««« 

IT HAS FINALLY HAPPENED: A fe» 
of Inyo's senior citizens, like 
their frightened counterparts 
in the cities, say they're not 
going out for a walk.at night 
anymore. One Bishop Senior, Ma- 
ry Simpson, said she and other 
Seniors she knows "won’t go out 
in the evenings anymore," even 
though she and her friends en¬ 
joyed after-sundown strolls in 
the parks. She says the teen¬ 
agers are frightening and intimidating and har¬ 
assing older people. Recalling recent incidenc¬ 
es of rape, and another in which an 80—year-old 
- woman was knocked down by a kid, she says, "I 
think the names of those children and the names 
of their parents should be printed. I read in a 
Tennessee paper that they started publishing 
the names of juvenile criminals and that it was 
amazing how quickly the vandalism ceased." She 
adds that she won't stop until she "finds out 
how "those juvenile laws got on the books in 
California." I might add more: that a number of 
newsmen, and even a few judges, are beginning 
to think in the same way, at least in some cas¬ 
es. 7fe might suggest that Ms. Simpson and her 
friends pass the word to our law enforcement 
agencies, the district attorney, the probation 
department, and the judges. We're ready. 

*):-* 

LAUREN ELDER'S BOCK, And I Alone Survived (Cong— 
don Books/ E.P. Dutton Publishers) is finally 
on the bookstands at $3.95. Already carried in 
a national magazine, McCall f s , it's also been 
condensed and published in the current issue of 
Reader'3 Digest . A number of Inyo Countians are 
in disagreement with just what happened as she 
walked into Independence looking for help aft¬ 
er a plane crash in the Sierra 0 In the conden¬ 
sation Elder concedes, rightly, that she "could 
imagine the impression my appearance must have 
created." And by her own account, she asked not 
for help for her injuries - but for a motel 
room. In any case, help presented itself within 
minutes. Whatever her view, we know the people 
involved in the incident$ they're not the kind 
to turn away an injured person, if they know 
about it. 

INCREASING CONCERN in some areas about Inyo's 
• burgeoning "pools." Football, baseball, basket¬ 
ball, etco They seem innocent enough, but the 
•winnings and prizes - and, we might add, the 
profits - are getting an "organized" look ab¬ 
out them. One favorite football pool has had 
its origin in the courthouse itself. Another 
one is rumored (so far unverified) to have set 
up a prize of $10,000 and was organized in a 
popular Bishop restaurant. All the games - and 
there are a number of them - come under the 
penal code section 337A; so serious was the 
situation in the courthouse, that the county 
administrator was driven, seme months back, to 
issue a memorandum to county employees. It 
provided little more than a good laugh and the 
pools went right on. 

THE INTERAGENCY VISITOR'S CENTER is developing 
a case of angst and suggests that when you go ' 
to Death Valley you take your English-German 
dictionary with you. Center Director Frank 
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Mossbacher says "fifty percent of’the visitors 
in Death Valley are from Germany." Tie sfifV 
Ting summer heat leaves ein Rhinelander un¬ 
daunted. Says one visitor: "Dere iss no Deat' 
Valley in Chermany, zo dat's vhere ve vant 
to go." Well, Deutschland Uber Deat' Valli, as 
I always say.' 

"THEY HAD AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY,« says a 
Los Angeles top-ranking media man and special 
features producer, "Inyo County really blew 
it." Re was talking about what he called "the 
heightened consciousness of water" pervasive 
in the minds of all here and over the state 
during the two drought years. "YVhere do your 
officials think the water battle is being wag¬ 
ed?," he went on. "About the only thing that 
piques the DVJP and MWD moguls is in the polit¬ 
ical field and reports in the press down here. 
Remember, this is where Bradley and the council 
get their own news." Our source is one of the 
producers who plans to work on a documentary 
film for Public Braodcasting System sometime 
this summer. We've heard similar statements 
from other LA editors and producers who, once 
they get the facts, are not afraid to report 
them. 

THE Los Angeles Times is finally talcing a hard 
look at the water interests, but in our view 
they're studying the wrong side of the mount- . 
ain..A top Times .staffer, Ellen Stern Harris, 
the consumer reporter, is head of a study com¬ 
mittee to look into "MWD's power block and sub¬ 
sidies to big agricultural interests in Orange 
County and Northern San Diego County...and the 
big water rate breaks for those interests." 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Bishop’s Art and 
Dolly Schoen. Art is still bemoaning that red 
paint job done by a down-south contractor. It 
"lasted about a year," and cost something like 
nine grand. Northern Inyo's dine-and-dance 
crowd are reminded not to judge a book - or a 
roadhouse - ty its cover. Art and Dolly, host¬ 
ed a dinner party over the weekend for some 
other VPP's: Dale and Gladys Hensley who were 
celebrating the 90th birthday of her mother, 
Effie Kasl who flew over from Hilo for the oc¬ 
casion. A family affair with relatives from 
all over. Now that's what 1 call a lively Sen¬ 
ior Citizen. ■ 

ANOTHER COUNTY RESIGNATION: That of Claude 
Howe, from the Inyo County Probation Depart¬ 
ment. Reports have it (not verified) that he 
plans to go into the trucking business. Maybe 
more on that later. Meanwhile, Probation Offi¬ 
cer John Lee says he’s hoping to get another 
probation worker. 

4B8<- 

IN TRYING TO IMPROVE THE LOOKS - and decrease 
the costs - of this modest publication, I ran 
into an interesting item: If you are in any 
way associated with the media, or if your bus¬ 
iness in any ray deals with "public opinion" 
(even the greeting card businessl) you cannot 
get a loan for equipment (such as presses, in 
our case) from the Small Business Administra¬ 
tion. Come to think of it, a very good idea, 

KEEPING THE LOWEST PROFILE of any political 

(See B.K.'s NOTES, Page U) 
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B.K.'s NOTES, Continued < 

candidate we know is Donald Lynch, L7, Inyo's 
only hopeful for the office of County Constab¬ 
le. He wants to replace Lone line's Jess Cov¬ 
ington who held the job for years and who has 
retired. It's no gravy-train; the constable 
earns an annual stipend of something like a 
couple of hundred dollars. When we called over 
the weekend. Lynch had his mind on other than 
constabulary matters. Apparently thinking that 
a friend was calling, he answered "No kittens 
yet J" How ’s that again? Lynch explains that 
the family cat, Mrs, Hatches, "looks like a 
football and is due to deliver anytime." Appar¬ 
ently her condition has been a point of inter¬ 
est for friends and neighbors. New that's what 
I call savoir fairs', he'll get my vote - and 
Mdme. "Patches gets my best wishes. 

• x ».HHf 

MEMORIAL DAY VISITORS CAMPING OUT EVERYWHERE 
and concerned (justifiably so) about rattle¬ 
snakes. The old-timers hereabouts say this is 
a banner year for the scaley beasties, thanks 
to the rains. Some near misses near Tuttle 
Creek campground and other watered desert camp¬ 
sites. Watch it, that old jazz about the rat¬ 
tler giving warning before he strikes is a lot 
of herpetological malarkey.And don't join the 
amateurs who "carry a gun to kill snakes with." 
Except for maybe a shotgun, firearms are the 
most inefficient weapon against snakes. If you 


feel you must kill them (and, unfortunately, 
that may be best, thanks to kids at camp- 
grounds) try a big rock. Bami If you can av¬ 
oid it, then leave them be; they're part of a 
natural balance to things* 

m* 

A HANDFUL OF DRUNKS always causing problems at 
Fort Independence Reservation - and costing 
the Rescue unit a lot in time and money. The • 
local unit is regularly called to the same ad¬ 
dress where three constant drinkers are always 
hurt or ill - up to 10 calls a year. Such cas¬ 
es cost the county something like $1*00 a year, 
not counting man-hours and hospitalization when 
necessary. Assistant Volunteer Chief says he 
and his men - and the sheriff's officers - get 
weary of these calls but "you never know when 
it will be the real thing*" Sometimes, the 
"three or four drunks just want a ride to Lone 
Hne. It would be unfortunate if somebody in 
Independence had a heart attack while we're 
hauling these cases." 

*** 

AN UNHAPPY NOTE TO END ON, but cheer up; after 
all we've got the county alcohol program to 
count on......And may the news in your day be 

good news...every day. 

- Sincerely, 






'N' 


EAGLE 


(Advertisement) 


Eagle does not buy for one minute the scare tactics employed by the academic 
elitists to manipulate the unsuspecting teachers into an hysterical movement in op¬ 
posing the California Proposition 13, on June 6th. These Ivy League elitists who 
extort tax money from the taxpayers - and some labor leaders - have been engaqed 
in preying upon the teachers' fears of job loss. It is their tool in pushing the 
teachers to brainwash the innocent minds of youth. As a result, school students • 
are going home, helter-skelter lobbying their oarents to vote aaainst Proposition, 

13. , 

You, the reader, have a "people's wisdom." You will orobably make a right 
and proper decision in spite of this ever-qrowing welfarish state v/here, more and 
more, people find themselves kowtowing before the signers of their paychecks: the 
local, state'and federal governments. 

Humanity has been granted certain rights and "to secure those rights, govern¬ 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their just power from the consent of the . 
governed." Government is - or should be - a tool of the people; a servant to regu¬ 
late, supervise, and safeguard the pleasures of the majority. Government was NEVER 
intended to be itself an enterprising industry that tolerates a greedy teacher elite 
that puts its sticky hands into the pockets of the unknowing taxpayer --and then 
teaches his children little or nothing of real value. 

"Tenureship!" No self-respecting teacher wants to accept tenureship; the guar¬ 
antee of salary even if there is no work available; even- if they become inefficient 
educators; even if they abuse humanity by the brain-washing of innocent and trust¬ 
ing minds. Nayl Every true educator wants to be judged on his merits, his contribu¬ 
tion to humanity. If he does not, he then becomes as abusive as his general - the 

almighty State that vampirizes the people's blood! 

***** . 

Community Service Award: The ladies helping out at the Bishop Creative Work¬ 
shop. They do a fine job. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Still there, Darwin, California? 

• •; ' - EAGLE 

For move information about EAGLE, its beliefs, aims and goals, address enquiries 
to EAGLE, P.0, Box 1776, Bishop, Calif. 93514. > 

.. . ■... (This space paid for by EAGLE, a non-profit organization)— 
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IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 
We Insure Everything From.. 
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...AND A LOT OF'OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES; PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 

KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. 




R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 
PETE LARSON • Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lono Pino, California 
Phono 876-4105 


real estate 
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1. EXECUTIVE HOME: Lone Pi-re two-story 
five-bedroom . 

2. CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN TOWN: Three- 
bedroom, 1 3/4 Bath, hone at Lone 
Pine . Remodeled with expert ’TLC" by 
an expert cabinet maker . Within walk¬ 
ing distance of school, stores, res¬ 
taurants . 

3. 28 ACRES: One-of-a-kind, ISO fruit 
trees. Ideal guest ranch or artist*3 
retreat. Call for more details. 


nn 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN/managet 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 


Dus. (714) 876-4121 


res. (714) 876-4442 


j PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate 

1 res. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

l • 

lone pire, California 93S45 
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The ONLY Candidate 
who can devote his 
FULL TIME working 
for YOU ! 

As foreman of your grand jury last year, L 
gained an understanding of the problems we're 
faced with in county government: employee turn¬ 
over, streets and sewers, to name a few. I'll 
give you full-time, responsible action and not 
lip service. - . 

ELECT 

MOE JACOBSON 

Supervisor, District 3 

»»«\< 
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Leadership - Proven Business Ability - 
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INYO Cv 


29, 1978 


Join us 
on June 6 ... 




...We’ll be at the polls 
to vote, along with a 
lot of other concerned/ 
Californians. It’s an/ 
important election. 

See you there 1 \ 

k . 


A public service message from 
the folks at 




D 

MARKET- 
Hwy. 395 at Independence 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

he got it anyway from the board of supervisors. 
So far it appears that most of the county’s de¬ 
velopers are getting what they want in terms of 
zoning. The supervisors, sensitive to a recent 
census survey that implied Inyo Countians want 
"growth," remain sympathetic. 

REMOTE DEATH VALLEY HAS A GROWING NUMBER of 
residents, many of them elderly or retired, who 
flock to the area to escape the cold of winter. 
The valley a.lso plays host to an increasi ng 
number of tourists. Residents and tourists al¬ 
ike share a common problem; they sometimes f a l l 
ill, or get injured. "When they do, they are 
turning more and more to volunteer workers that 
try to fill the gap in a doctor-less area that 
covers literally thousands of miles. Health¬ 
care-conscious Susan M^tivo of Shoshone appear¬ 
ed last week before the board of supervisors 
and gave them some startling statistics based 
on a 1977 medical survey: ”60$ reported that 
they had at some time failed to secure needed 
medical attention-because of distance to the 
nearest doctor...and/or to the nearest hospit¬ 
al. What do Mativo’s volunteers want from the 
board? Not money, not at least for now, but 
for "official" support of her proposal: M a tivo 
and others have foirnsd a non-profit corporation 
to build a community-oriented health care sys¬ 
tem, Death Valley Service Area, Inc. Such an 
organization might become eligible for federal 
or state funding now that it has board approv¬ 
al. Programs stressing preventive medicine 
top the list. _ _ _ _ „ 


(More NEWS BRIEFS on 
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YES, LET'S DO "GET BACK 

TO basics:..." 


truly 

Board 


J 




...back to a fully-democratic, 
representative county government from our 
of Supervisors. -No more special interests; 
because we can’t afford it. I v/ant - and 
T’m sure you do too - more efficient and 
responsive government that will quit 
wasting money on red tape and non-essent¬ 
ials. to get it, we’ll need real leader¬ 
ship. 

I think a lot of people feel that 
government is out of hand; that the lead¬ 
ers are playing favorites and no longer 
listening to the people. 

I CAN HELP CHANGE THINGS, but on 
June 6 I’ll need your vote. 


V- 


AM 






nci r:: 

IIKI 


FOR SUPERVISOR, 


DISTRICT 3 


EXPERIENCED, RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 

I v/ant to help move the Inyo County 
novernment in new and positive directions, 
based on simple Common Sense. 
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IAST Y/EEK'S CALIFORNIA MEDIA SURVEY indicated 
a new, strong surge of popularity for the Jar- 
vis-Gann Amendment. Controversial Proposition 
13 had already been strong in central and nor¬ 
thern California areas, and now it seems, the 
southland has moved more solidly behind it. In 
the Los Angeles area, polls showed Jarvis lead¬ 
ing by a hefty 31$ - and in populous San Fern¬ 
ando Valley, the poll results were even more 
eye-opening: There among the suburbanites, the 
for—Jarvis group outnumbers opponents almost 
three-to-one. "Why? Replied one valley homeown¬ 
er: "Very simpleo They've raised my taxes al¬ 
most 300$ in the past two years*" But Jarvis 
is not so popular among blue-collar and minor¬ 
ity groups in the southland; they tend to be¬ 
lieve government's warnings that jobs will be 
cut back if Jarvis passes * Meanwhile, in Inyo 
County, local candidates working their districts 
'door—uo—door" report that voters here strongly 
favor Proposition 13. Any statistics? "No. But 
it looks like the majority wants it to pass," 
said one candidate #10 asked not to be quoted. 

UNION CARBIDE OFFICIALS, blushing collectively 
over the most recent acid-spill from their 
Lfshop plant, tell newsmen they want the public 
to "understand their side of the incident," but 
argue that their lawyers won't let them "talk 
much for -the record." What they will say, how¬ 
ever, is that the company has put more than 
£L0,000 into repairs and security measures ag¬ 
ainst any further mishaps. Union Carbide's lasv- 
__(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 10) 


( Vivitar 



35 CA 35mm 
CAMERA 


Vivitar 

' MODEL 50 
* ELECTRONIC 
FLASH 


You won't need a crystal 
ball to know what lies ahead 
with this combo, . . 
perfectly exposed, razor-sharp prints or slides every time! 

They work together like magic. The super-compact 35 CA features 
automatic exposure control and accurate rangefinder focusing. Mount 
the 50 Flash on top and like magic, the camera automatically sets the 
flash exposures tool And the 50 Flash gets up to 200 flashes from one 
tiny alkaline battery. 

All you have to do is focus and shoot, for stunning photos indoors 
or outdoors, day or night. 

This is Vivitar's smallest, lightest camera and electronic flash com¬ 
bination. They look great together, easily slip into a pocket or purse, 
and work together automatically without cords. 

Black or Chrome camera with pouch case, BOTH S 
wrist strap, tens cap and battery, ONLY * Cj / 


plus Model 50 Flash with battery 


REG.$134.95 


See them now at 


PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SERVICE 6 
SUPPLY... 
RENTALS 
DARKROOM 
EQUIPMENT... 
REPAIRS... 
BLUEPRINTING.. 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING ... 




DDrinnooa n o u a n n cr 


CAMERA HOUSE . 

□ □ □ □ 0 U □ □ O O U U U U D □ O CjJ 


PHONK (71A) 072-0077 


IOO No. Main 8t. 
BISHOP, CA 93014 




Nouv ri g ht to_vote 
is_ useless, unless 

y ou USE, it. VOTE on 

JUNE 6.! 


The only substitute 
for “experience" is 


HONESTY and INTEGRITY 



You can vote with confidence for 

JEANNIE HARNESS 

for 

SHERIFF 
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To get the 
from your 
Tax Dolla 


r- RE-ELECT - 



Connie 

HILDEBRAND 

Incumbent Inyo County 

AUDITOR 

EXPERIENCED & QUALIFIED 
IN GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING 



Sunday 
Champagne 
Brunch 


10 am - 2 pm 

Dinner 

Served 
5:30-10 pm 

CALL 

387-2370 

FOR RESERVATIONS 




& 

uv> 

cb 


mm 

fss^m 


y a. ' - 


CLOSED 

Monday - Tuesday 


^J^azacliiE cf\ z^tauzanb 

On Lower Rock Crook 
15 milos North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


Stop and think 
about what 
counts in 

law (<Mfi 

enforcement 
...then vote 
for experienceMlfe 
and good 
management 
of YOUR 




GB.GS'p 



Q 



Sheriff’s Department 





ELECTION 

JUNE 6 
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WHY are so many citizens unhappy 

WITH OU R LOCAL GOVERNMENT ? 

' WHY ARE S_0 MANY LONG-T IME 

C O'JNTY EMPLOYEES RESIGNING ? 

! . 

WHY S_0 MUCH CONTROVERSY IJ. OJJJT 
. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE? 




WHY D I D OUR COUNTY BUDGET INCREASE 
BY 2 5,8% - $9,524, 0 0 0 TO. 
$11,956,000 - LAST YEAR ? 

WHY NOT ELECT H , B , "LEFTY" IRVMN 
T_0_ OFFICE TO. CORRECT SPUE OF ' 
THESE COSTLY PROBLEMS ? 


Irwin is under no obligation to any private or special 

interests - including DWP 

12 years is long enough. Let's make a change. 


VOTE m JUNE 6 FOR 


H.B. 'LEFTY' IRWIN 


Candidate for 
SUPERVISOR, 
District #1 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

yers have meanwhile entered a plea of "no con¬ 
test" to charges by the California Department 
of Eish & Game, and the company '3 directors 
have set about to right any wrongs brought ab¬ 
out by the acid that poured steadily for hour’s 
down Pine Creek. Residents along Pine Creek 
below the Union Carbide plant - the "Forty Ac¬ 
res" area - are getting their ponds cleaned, 
and fish killed by the acid are being replaced 
by the company* Another hearing on the F&G 
charges has been set for July 12. But even that 
may not end UC’s troubles with official agen¬ 
cies; the Lahontan Water Board has turned its 
findings over to the state attorney general. 


HOW GREEN INDEED WAS OUR VALLEY, SPRING OF >78 
But now fire officials are fearful that as the 
green turns yellow and brown, fire danger in¬ 
creases rapidly. State officials, using the 
1961 season as their "standard" (Year of the 
famed Bel-Aire fire), see the situation for 
1978 as that bad* Official agencies charged 
with suppression of Inyo’s fires also expect a 
record year for tourists and campers who may, 
or may not, respond seriously to an increased 
media and billboard campaign urging fire safe¬ 
ty precautions. "Smokey" may be weeping still 
more TV tears before the ’78 season is over. 


SOME OF INYO’S SUPERVISORS ONCE STAUNCHLY DEF- 
ended the Dean Knight Mobile home development 
at Big Pine - even against recommendations of 
the Planning Commission which went so for as to 


suggest that the supervisors' defense may 
have been prompted by personal, or conflict of, 
interest. But the Knight-supervisors honeymoon 
appeared last week to be over. With public op¬ 
position to Knight's restaurant-lounge comp¬ 
lex's liquor license, and opposition that ap¬ 
pears to be on the increase,.at least one of 
the concerned supervisors has reversed an ear¬ 
lier position. At a public hearing, Supervisor 
Wilma Muth told an audience that she had been 
"duped." Dean Knight rose after the "duped" 
remarks and replied cryptically: "I'll be glad 
to tell you all I know about Wilma Muth," but 
there he let it hang, going no further. Mean¬ 
while a Bishop attorney, Leland Bray, called 
reporters with an I-told-you-so statement. "I 
appeared before the board a year ago," said 
Bray, "and warned them that they were not fol¬ 
lowing proper procedures (in this case, an en¬ 
vironmental impact report consideration) on 
the Knight development. But in any case, the 
hearing at Big Pine turned into a plus for the 
developer: His controversial recreation club 
at the development apparently -will get its 
liquor license and will be open to the public 
for a year - and then will revert, as Knight 
wishes - to private club status* all this if 
Knight gets not only the county's okay for a 
license, which he has, but also the approval 
of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. In 
the supervisorial voting that approved the li¬ 
cense, the voting went 3-2. Muth and London 
voted no. 

'(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 11) 


RE-ELECT WILMA MUTH 

j| V ‘ V' : ’. 

J ’i 
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your full-time 

' SUPERVISOR 

•■■■ ' . , 

* • , .... 1 
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* does listen to 
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her constituents \ 
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* does work for 
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the taxpayer 
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H,,i - nu 1 * 

* does strive for 

Mr 11 , -f* 
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efficient and re¬ 

sponsive local 

Wilma Muth "She knows . .She capes." 

government 

3 VOTE JUNE 6 - 
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SUPERVISOR, DIST.3 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

MEANWHILE, SUPERVISOR MUTH WANTED A FURTHER 
clearing of the air in the Knight issue. She 
made a public request that Inyo's grand jury 
appear at a June 6 meeting of the board of sup~ 
ervisors and read for public consumption all of 
the jury’s findings in the matter. It was are- 
quest that may indicate a nothing-to-hide pos¬ 
ition on Muth's part, but not one likely to 
bring about an actual appearance of the jury. 
As the stormy week drew to a close. Jury Fore¬ 
man. Ray Williamson said such an appearance on 
the part of the jurors is "out of the questr* 
ion." He said the jurors "don't have a report 
yet...It's in the final stages...and, anyway, 
it must then go to Judge (Verne) Summers to be 
okayed, then back to the jury for final appnov- 
al, then to the board and the public." Will¬ 
iamson said the jury's report should be ready 
for public release "in about two weeks." He 
offered no details, but the foreman hinted to 
reporters that "It will be a very interesting 
report to a lot of- people." 

DWP MAT BE TAKING A SLOW APPROACH TO METER In¬ 
yo 1 s private water users• Early announcements 
of the metering proposal were met with more 
than a little public opposition and a schedul¬ 
ed May installation was apparently postponed. 
DWP still faces another public hearing on the 
environmental impact of such metering before 
it can proceed. By far the majority of Inyo 
Countians, pondering the loss of green lawns,, 
stand firmly against the Los Angeles plan 0 


COSTLY PLAN, Continued 

package, by now half-completed, for maybe the 
cost of $100 a month and one new secretary." 

But last week, the board of supervisors 
had no opportunity to deal with such happy 
figures* In rthe first place, an associate plan¬ 
ner recently hired cannot be listed as a "tem¬ 
porary employee," but must be hired as a full¬ 
time worker - complete with all the benefits. 
That news was just for starters. The true fig¬ 
ures were grim: 

A former planning technician with the 
planning department is Kit Birmingham of Big 
■Pine, and he provided an update on costs: 

As the county officials havo now set up 
their General Flan project, the new employees 
and additional office space may run as high, 
or higher, than $100,000. "If they had decided 
to contract out for the update of the plan, 
the cost would probably have run only fifty or 
sixty thousand dollars," said Birmingham. But 
apparently no one was listening when Birming¬ 
ham and other former employees suggested their 
do-it-ourselves program,- or the contract idea. 

The supervisors voted on the issue some 
weeks ago. Supervisor Vfi.lma Muth had originally 
suggested the contract idea, but changed her 
mind, and the board, 3-2, decided to keep the 
job in the planning department - Supervisors 
McDonald and Johnson, voting against it. 

The costs could run even higher if the 
supervisors follow through on a proposal to 
expand office space to accomodate the demands 

(COSTLY PLA1( continued, P U t ) 


- IMPORTANT DECISIONS TO MAKE, JUNE 6 

j Are we ‘helping’people - or hurting them? 

Americans are a generous people. Last year, they gave 30 billion dollars 
to charitable causes and institutions - not counting what they gave through taxa¬ 
tion to v/elfare and welfare-related projects. Until recently, the American people 
were happy to do this since they have always had a wish to respond to genuine 
need. 

But enough is enough. They've found that government uses their money to buy 
votes - and they've discovered something else; that the "hand-out" may help the 
beggar in the short run - but only creates more beggars in the long run. If you 
don't believe it, look at the figures: Our taxes and giveaways are increasing - and 
so are our ghettos. Meanwhile, the source of our wealth, the free-enterprise sys¬ 
tem, is suffering badly; crumbling away. And government is using our ov/n money to 
weaken us and enslave us. We're killing the goose that lays the Golden Egg. 

June G is an important day for the people of Inyo County, and for all Calif¬ 
ornians. Once again, we have a very real opportunity to chanqe things. It is no 
day to sit at home and "let someone else do it." It is important that you, as a 
citizen, exercise your right - your dutv - to make your voice heard. Make sure 
you go vote, and let's try to return government to the hands of the peoDle who 
produce and who pay the bills. Let's quit creating more beqoars. 

This message presented in the public interest 
by a concerned Inyo County business firm: 



!, Stic. 

Home of the Original 
Shsepherder Bread® 1933 
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AFTER A FAST RUN IN HEAVY TRAFFIC, OFFICERS SEIZE HEROIN, COCAINE, MARIJUANA AND BARBITURATES 
TEAVING BEHIND THEM A TRAIL OF IRATE, FRIGHT- 


I ened motorists (some of whom placed calls 

J_J to Highway Patrol officers), two San Diego 

narcotics suspects sped northward on Highway 
395 "passing five and seven cars at a time," 
but were finally stopped by Highway Patrolmen 
at Independence# As 27—ybar—old Driver Larxy 
Broyles and his passenger Jerry May, 28, awaited 


transport’to jail, the officer found quantit¬ 
ies of hard drugs and, perhaps more signifi¬ 
cantly, a list of names they believe to be a 
list of drug buyers. 

Late in the weekend the two suspects 
remained in jail at Independence, their bail 
of $5,000 each unpaid# Theirs was the "eighth 
or "ninth" drug arrest on the Highway recently# 


‘privilege...duty ’ 


\ 


The management and staff of this radio station think the 
1978 election year is an important one; that the people of Inyo 
County and Californians everywhere face some important issues «n which 
they should express their feelings.... All decisions, finally, rest 
with the people. "The vote" is their only true voice. 

Wei urge you to go to the polls and be heard on June 6> It 
is your right, your privilege - and your duty as an American. 



The best in local and worldwide news 
coverage for the Eastern Sierra. Good 
music always. For complete } on-the-spot 
election night coverage of latest elec¬ 
tion returns j dial FM 100. 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant,,to public 
issues. The eiitors will publish those considered time¬ 
ly and with viewpoints concisely stated. Most likely 


Efck 


to be published are those of 200 words or less. Letters or statements should 
be addressed to TO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors renind their readers 
that publication of a letter does nop in any way imply that the editors agree with its vies,). 


PROPOSITION 13: THE SCARE 
TACTICS OF ITS OPPONENTS 

Editor: 

I, as a long-time resident 'of Bishop, 
have been interested, and concerned about legis¬ 
lative action that pertains to us locally or 
nationally. 

Proposition 13 has unleashed a hornet's 
nest, as I am sure most of your readers are a- 
ware. However, I am appalled at the actions of 
some of the'teachers regarding Proposition 13• 

My children, 8, 11, lli, and 16, are bring¬ 
ing home stories of doom from their teachers 
whom we have entrusted our children to. Listen¬ 
ing to the stories carried home by my children 
leads me to believe that the teachers are poor¬ 
ly informed on this matter, at best. Possibly, 
it is in the transmission. 

I have the utmost confidence in our loc¬ 
al school system, but do take exception to the 
fact that the teachers, paid by the taxpayers, 
are utilizing educational time of the children 
to politic for or against any specific item or 
person. Possibly if the teachers would spend , 
more time teaching and less time politicking, 
they could cut the "fat" with little or no ef¬ 
fect. 

Hitler created a strong and devastating 
force by "getting to" the youth of Germany# 

Let us not attempt to brainwash these highly t 
impressionable youth of our country, but teach 
properly by giving both sides in an unbiased 
manner# 

We, as citizens, cannot allow this type 
■of activity by our teachers - as next time it 
might be against the Country, home - or even 
Mean and Apple Fie i 

- Mac Davis 
Bishop 

The News-Letter: 

You'd think "Sr. Citizens" were brain¬ 
washed - no sense at all. Let them think for 
'themselves. Most of them are -well-read, "in¬ 
formed" and "up-and-at-them." They aren't dump¬ 
ies. Let them keep the little "dab" they sent 
out in money. "The tax board notice" was also 
sent to us, the "Older Citizens," who are tak¬ 
en advantage of and misguided and it's a shame 
some poor nut nas to publish junk. No one is 
required by law to scare people. Here is what 
we got from the state franchise board: 

"The reason for the delay (of senior cit¬ 
izen tax benefits) is that the specific bene¬ 
fits available to senior citizensclaimants will 
not be determined until the election results 
are known, inasmuch as the new table of benefits 
...will not be in effect unless Proposition 8 
is approved and Proposition 13 is rejected in 
"the. June 6 election." 

I hope the senior citizens who vote will 
know what to do. I think the tax franchise 
board should let us make up our own minds# 


We are quite capable of thinking for, our¬ 
selves . 

- Jeanette Warrick 
President, Original 
Senior Citizens of 
Bishop 

(Editors ’ note: Tt is clear that the op -• 
ponents of Proposition 13 (mostly the of¬ 
ficeholders spoiled.by free and easy use of 
tax dollars) are in a panic. For the first 
time in years they are reminded that they 
are the servants, not the masters, of the 
people. Ironically, the Proposition 13 or>- 
ponents had some good points to make - until 
they began some weeks ago to use "official" 
notices, such as the one submittted by dead¬ 
er Warrick, to frighten voters. NEWS-LETTER 
was only last week notified, for instance, 
that if Proposition 13 passes, then the on¬ 
ly course left for the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art is to close its doorsl NEWS¬ 
LETTER feels that such tactics used by bur¬ 
eaucrats and even educators has done much to 
convince the California voters to vote "Yes" 
on Proposition 13, or at least to convince 
them that should Proposition. 13 fail, then 
government officials may feel they once ag¬ 
ain have the permission, or even a mandate, 
to spend as they wish. Having personally ob¬ 
served, and reported on, the recent costly 
foolishness in the Inyo County■ courthouse 
and in the school systems, t^e editors of. 
NEWS-LETTER feel they are left little choice 
other than to vote "Yes" on 13. The editors 
find themselves mildly amused at Inyo 's 
officials and their weak attempts to fright¬ 
en us. The people of this county, having re¬ 
asserted. their control, will not tolerate 
very much any "reduction of services or per¬ 
sonnel, " hut they will certainly demand an 
increase in efficiency and common sense and 
the end of the pervasive stupidities that cf 
late have cost this county.a lot of money.) 

■?:-** 

"THE DUKE" AND HIS BOOK: 

A CRITIQUE FROM LITTLE LAKE 

To the editors: 

As a working mother, there were so many 
seemingly more important tilings to take up the 
little time I had at home with my sons...tha; 
teaching them about their Creator and love for 
America, attending Cub Scout and Boy Scout ac¬ 
tivities . 

I did take them swimming and attendee, 
some of their Little League ball games. Two 
have left the earthly scene, so it is a little 
late now. 

But for those who have children which 
they hope will learn about responsibility and 
love of country...and this is a parents' job 
(teachers share in this beautiful opportunity) 
...but parents don't leave iu to tire teachers. 

(See FORUM on the next page) 




































































